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Course Description
Earth Science uses scientific concepts and principles to discover the mysteries of the Earth.  Students use scientific investigations to expand their understanding of the world around them, while applying their knowledge to solve problems about real life situations.  Students will use a variety of methods to effectively communicate their understanding of Earth Science.

Course Objectives
· The student understands and uses scientific concepts and principles.
· The student conducts scientific investigations to expand understanding of the natural world.
· The student applies science knowledge and skills to solve problems or meet challenges.
· The student uses effective communication skills and tools to build and demonstrate an understanding of science.
· The student understands how science knowledge and skills are connected to other subject areas and real-life situations.

Course Outline/Units
· Science and Technology
· Water and Atmosphere
· Earth Structures
· Earth History
· Astronomy and Outer Space  

Course Materials
Text: Interactive Science: Pearson.  Each student will receive their own textbook that can be written and highlighted in.  Students will be given different texts each unit of study.
Online student textbook and interactive science activities will be available for student use.  Students will be given an online account and instructions within the first two weeks of school.  Students must also bring their Interactive Notebook (a composition book) and Chromebook to class each day.

Grading/Assessment Standards
All assignments, homework, tests, quizzes, projects, and labs, will be assigned points.  The student’s grade will be determined by the percentage of their total points.  Late work will be reduced 10% for each day it is late, up to a maximum of 50% off per assignment.  Students may turn in late work until the last week of the quarter.  Students will have a maximum of two weeks to make-up a lab they missed due to an absence.  It is the student’s responsibility to arrange a time that will work for both student and teacher.  These can be made up before school, after school, or at lunch in the library.  Extra credit will be given only when students have completed all of the required coursework.

Behavioral Expectations/Consequences
Students will be expected to follow all classroom and school rules as outlined in the school planner.  If they fail to do so, discipline will follow as outlined in the school planner.

I look forward to working with you and your child this school year!  If you have any questions or concerns feel free to call or e-mail.  Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,
Janene Bush  
School #: 967-6200
E-mail: janene.bush@rsd.edu
	 
